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Dimension 1: 
Acute Intoxication or 
Withdrawal Potential 

 

Dimension 2: 
Biomedical 

Conditions and 
Complications 

Dimension 3: 
Emotional, Behavioral,  
Cognitive Conditions or 

Complications 

Dimension 4: 
Readiness to Change 

Dimension 5: 
Relapse / Continued 

Use  Potential 

Dimension 6: 
Recovery Environment 

 
 
 

  4b: 
 Inability to follow TX 
recommendations 
creates imminent 
danger or self-neglect. 

4b:  
Inability to prevent 
relapse places client or 
others in imminent 
danger. 

4b:  
Environment is non-
supportive and actively 
hostile and poses risks 
to safety and well-being 
of self and/or others 

4:  
Patient incapacitated, 
present danger. 
Continued use poses 
imminent threat to life 
(e.g. seizures) 

4: 
 Incapacitated with 
severe medical 
problems (e.g. severe 
pain, uncontrolled 
medical condition) 

4: 
 Severe psychiatric 
disability and 
impulsivity requiring 
involuntary 
hospitalization. Gross 
neglect of self care. 

4a:  
Inability to follow 
through, little or no 
awareness of 
substance anise 
problems/consequenc
es, unwilling to 
explore change, and in 
denial. 

4a: 
 Repeated TX episodes 
have had little positive 
effect on function. No 
skills to limit or 
prevent relapse. No 
imminent danger or 
self-neglect. 

4a:  
Environment is non-
supportive and actively 
hostile to recovery. 
Inability to cope with 
negative effects of 
environment. 

3:  
Poor ability to tolerate 
discomfort of 
detoxification poses 
danger to self and 
others and have not 
adapted at lower level 
of service. At risk for 
severe withdrawal. 
Opiate withdrawal 
with cravings and 
impulsive behaviors. 

3: 
 Poor ability to cope 
with physical 
problems and/or 
general health 
condition is poor. 
Serious medical 
problems which 
client neglects. 
Severe problems are 
present but stable 

3:  
Severe psychiatric 
disability and 
impulsivity, but with 
sufficient control not to 
require hospitalization. 
Acute course of illness 
with significantly affect 
ability to live in 
community. 

3: 
Inconsistent follow 
through, minimal 
awareness of SA 
disorder and need for 
treatment. Unaware 
of need for change, 
unwilling or only 
partially able to follow 
through with TX 
recommendations. 

3:  
Little recognition or 
understanding of 
relapse issues, poor 
skills to cope with and 
interrupt addiction 
problems or to avoid 
or limit relapse. 

3: 
 Environment is non-
supportive. Coping is 
difficult even with 
clinical structure and 
support. 

2: 
 Some difficulty 
tolerating withdrawal 
discomfort. Severe 
intoxication, but 
responsive to support 
and treatment. 
Moderate risk of 
severe withdrawal. 
Minimal seizure risk. 

2: 
 Some difficulty 
tolerating physical 
problems which 
interfere with 
recovery and MH 
treatment. Acute, 
non-life threatening. 

2:  
Persistent psychiatric 
disability which 
interferes with 
addiction treatment, 
but poses no immediate 
threat to safety and/or 
which require more 
that routine monitoring. 

2:  
Reluctant to accept SA 
treatment. Able to 
describe 
consequences, but has 
low commitment to 
change. Passively 
involved in TX or 
variably compliant 
with attending self-
help groups. 

2: 
 Impaired recognition 
and understanding of 
relapse issues, but is 
able to self-manage 
with prompting. 

2:  
Environment is non-
supportive. Able to 
cope most of the time 
with clinical structure 
and support. 

1:  
Adequate ability to 
tolerate withdrawal 
discomfort. Mild to 
moderate intoxication. 
Not danger to self or 
others. Minimal risk of 
severe withdrawal. 

1:  
Adequate ability to 
tolerate physical 
problems. Mild to 
moderate which 
interfere with daily 
functioning. 

1: 
Diagnosed mental 
disorder which requires 
intervention, but does 
not significantly 
interfere with addiction 
treatment. 

1:  
Willing to enter TX and 
explore strategies for 
change, but 
ambivalent about 
need for change. (or) 
willing to change, but 
believes it will be 
difficult or will not 
accept full TX plan for 
recovery 

1: 
 Minimal relapse 
potential with some 
vulnerability and fair 
self-management or 
relapse prevention 
skills. 

1:  
Passive support or 
significant others not 
interested in recovery, 
but not distracted by 
situation or able to 
cope with environment. 

0:  
Client is fully 
functioning with good 
ability to cope with 
discomfort. No 
intoxication or 
withdrawal. 

0:  
Client fully functions 
and is able to cope 
with discomfort. 
Medical problems 
are stable. 

0:  
No MH problems or has 
a diagnosed but stable 
mental health disorder. 

0: 
Willingly engaged in 
TX as a proactive, 
responsible 
participant committed 
to change. 

0: 
 No potential for 
further problems, or 
low potential and 
good coping skills. 

0:  
Supportive 
environment or ability 
to cope with poor 
supports. 

 


