
 

PRESENTER BIOS 

Elizabeth (Liz) Brosnan Johnson has served as the Executive Director of Christie’s Place since 

2002. Christie’s Place is a San Diego-based nonprofit that provides behavioral health, comprehensive 

social services and advocacy to women, children and families impacted by HIV/AIDS. Over the years, Ms. 

Brosnan Johnson has transformed the organization from a small grassroots effort to a nationally 

recognized and award-wining health and human services agency, while dramatically increasing both 

resources and scope of services. Ms. Brosnan Johnson is passionate about providing access to quality 

healthcare and other basic services for vulnerable populations, as well as offering coaching to 

community-based organizations to ensure they remain relevant and optimize service delivery in shifting 

environments. She has received numerous accolades for her services and leadership. Ms. Brosnan 

Johnson has a B.A. in Political Science, B.A. in Women’s Studies, and an International Certificate in 

Women, World Politics and Global Leadership from Rutgers University; a management certification from 

Pepperdine University’s Graziado School of Business and Management; and in 2011 completed the UCLA 

Anderson Graduate School of Management/Johnson & Johnson Health Care Executive Program. 

[Addressing the Effects of Violence and Abuse to Improve Health Outcomes for Women Living with HIV] 

 

The Engaging Men Performance is a collaborative amongst Peace Over Violence, the Los 

Angeles Child Guidance Clinic, Amazing Grace Conservatory and Brotherhood Crusade. The project is a 

theatre ensemble that combines the stories, perspectives, and artistic talents of youth leaders from 

South Los Angeles to address the issue of gender based violence, with the hopes of inspiring community 

change, and engaging men as future advocates against interpersonal violence.  The performance is 

driven by the authentic voices of our youth leaders, who courageously offer their personal stories of 

triumph against violence to mold the heart of the performance. These pure stories of courage illustrate 

that issues of sexual, domestic, and interpersonal violence are not abstract occurrences but real-life 

experiences that impact the youth of our community. By utilizing a dual-style of performance, 

combining cabaret with realism we highlight these real-life experiences and accentuate the gifts and 

talents of our youth—never veering from authenticity.    

 

Zara Espinoza, MSW has a deep connection and commitment to addressing the issues of social 

inequity that afflict communities such as the one she grew up in and currently works.  Her inspiration for 



 

this commitment is the strong family ties that she has with her own family, especially her parents who 

have been active in grassroots efforts in improving the communities in which they have lived.  Zara 

Espinoza was raised in the community of Boyle Heights in Los Angeles County and has worked in East Los 

Angeles, South Los Angeles, Paramount, Norwalk, and Downey. Zara Espinoza has a Master's Degree in 

Social Work from California State University Long Beach. She has over a decade working with children 

and families.  She has background experience as a Mentor, Program Leader, Parent Educator, and 

Medical Social Worker.  She currently serves as a Therapist and Parenting Facilitator at the East Los 

Angeles Women’s Center in Los Angeles, California providing therapy, education and support to women 

who have been impacted by domestic violence, sexual assault and HIV. In all her previous and current 

positions, Zara Espinoza has demonstrated an exceptional flair for building a rapport with her clients 

which is empathetic and empowering.  Zara Espinoza’s approach is culturally sensitive, holistic and 

trauma informed.  Her passion is to continue helping families move towards stability, which enables 

them to continue to build on their strengths. [Domestic Violence 101 for HIV workers] 

Mieko Failey, Esq. is a Staff Attorney and Program Manager of the Domestic Violence Legal 

Advocacy Project at the Los Angeles LGBT Center and currently manages the delivery of direct legal 

services to LGBTQ survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking, as well as provides 

trainings.  Failey was a Loyola Law School Public Interest Fellow at the Los Angeles LGBT Center, where 

she provided and continues to provide direct legal services to LGBTQ youth survivors of dating violence, 

sexual violence, and hate violence.  Since 2011, Failey has served hundreds of clients and provided 

training to hundreds of people, including law enforcement, social workers, attorneys, domestic violence 

service providers, physicians, and more.  Previously, Failey has worked with The ACLU of Southern 

California’s LGBT Student Rights Project and The Center for Juvenile Law and Policy, advocating for those 

who were wrongfully convicted or unfairly sentenced as juveniles.  Failey began training on the issue of 

domestic violence and sexual assault in 2007 through her work with UC Berkeley’s Sexual Harassment 

Assault Advocacy Peer Education Program (SHAPE).  Attorney Failey has a background working with 

children as an early childhood educator.  She received her Bachelors in Sociology with highest distinction 

from UC Berkeley and received her Juris Doctor from Loyola Law School with a Public Interest 

Concentration.  Failey serves on the Executive Board of the Los Angeles County Domestic Violence 

Council.  She has received awards from Loyola Law School, the Los Angeles Lesbian and Gay Lawyers 

Association and The National LGBT Bar Association for her advocacy on behalf of the LGBTQ community.   

[Teen Dating Violence in the LGBTQ Community] 



 

Erin Falvey, Ph.D. is the Clinical Director at Christie’s Place, a non-profit organization in San Diego, CA 

that provides comprehensive social services closely linked to primary care for women, children, and 

families living with HIV/AIDS. Erin is a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and has been practicing 

psychotherapy since 2004. She earned a Master’s degree in Marital and Family Therapy from Alliant 

International University and a Ph.D. in Education from San Diego State University and Claremont 

Graduate University. At Christie’s Place, Erin oversees the development and implementation of gender-

responsive, trauma-informed clinical services focused on access to and retention in care for women 

living with HIV including behavioral health, medical case management, peer/patient navigation services, 

and the CHANGE for Women program. [Intimate Partner Violence & Trauma-Informed Care] 

 

Lili Herrera is the Director of the Prevention Division at Peace Over Violence, Lili’s responsibilities 

include the direct supervision of POV’s Youth Prevention Services Division team, the development, 

implementation and direction of violence prevention programs impacting youth, their families and 

community. Her responsibilities also include training staff and volunteers, working in coalition and 

collaboration with allied organizations and individuals, and continuously developing strategies to better 

service youth. Lili is extremely experienced working directly with high risk and incarcerated youth and 

their families around issues of violence, which include roots of violence:  family violence, gang violence, 

teen dating violence, sexual violence and child abuse.  Over the years, Lili has coordinated, 

implemented, supervised and managed numerous projects that focus on violence prevention through 

education, empowerment, self advocacy and awareness.   

Lili began her path in the violence prevention field over 16 years ago as LACAAW’s-POV Youth Educator. 

In 2009, Lili was appointed Director of Prevention for Peace Over Violence. In 2004 Lili was awarded Los 

Angeles Police Department – Central Division - Volunteer of the year for her long and continued 

contribution to LAPDs Juvenile Impact program, a first offender diversion prevention and intervention 

program. 

Lili is a proud single mom to 3 sons and a grandson. Her sons have been the inspiration and driving force 

behind her work in prevention. [Intimate Partner Violence & Trauma-Informed Care] 

 



 

Barbara Kappos, LCSW is a well acknowledged leader and currently serves as the Executive Director 

of the East Los Angeles Women’s Center in Los Angeles, California. Ms. Kappos persistence, 

determination and ability to empower women during their most devastating times, continues to be the 

strength of her inspiration to create change. Ms. Kappos has over 25 years of experience working in the 

Greater East Los Angeles communities providing services to vulnerable families. Ms. Kappos has 

established a variety of service models based on best practices and culturally relevant interventions. She 

is a licensed social worker with experience in the field of social work and has been influential in the 

areas of child welfare,HIV/AIDS, domestic violence, sexual assault and substance abuse recovery. She 

has published and conducted several articles and studies in the field of substance abuse, domestic 

violence and HIV/AIDS. For over two decades she has developed and implemented multiple culturally 

and gender specific programs and has worked diligently to strengthen communities beset by economic, 

physical, emotional and social challenges. Ms. Kappos greatest pride is her two adult children and her 

niece. [Human Trafficking and HIV Prevention with a Focus on Latina Women] 

 

Naina Khanna serves as Executive Director of Positive Women's Network - USA, a national 

membership body of women living with HIV.  She also serves on the Board of Directors for AIDS United, 

the Steering Committee for the US People Living with HIV Caucus, the Steering Committee for the 30 for 

30 Campaign, and served on President Obama’s Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (PACHA) from 2010 - 

2014.  A national speaker, trainer, and advocate, Naina has worked in the HIV field since 2005. Prior to 

working in HIV, Ms. Khanna co-founded and served as National Field Director for the League of Pissed 

Off Voters, a progressive electoral organizing project focused on increasing political participation by 

young people and communities of color. Naina was diagnosed with HIV in 2002. [Violence, Trauma, HIV] 

 

Katrina Kubicek is the Program Manager at the Community, Health Outcomes, and Intervention 

Research Program at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles and the Associate Director of the Community 

Engagement program of the Southern California Clinical and Translational Science Institute.  She is also 

completing her doctoral studies at in Health Behavior Research in the Department of Preventive 

Medicine at the Keck School of Medicine at the University of Southern California. For the past eight 

years she has been involved in HIV prevention research in Los Angeles, working with young men who 



 

have sex with men (YMSM) and other populations.  Her work has been published in scientific peer-

reviewed journals, presented to international audiences and has contributed to the development of 

prevention interventions for diverse communities.  Currently, she is the principal investigator of a grant 

that explore the relationship between intimate partner violence and HIV risk among YMSM and is 

exploring intervention opportunities with this population.  Her research always employs a community-

engaged approach and she has vast experience in working in collaboration with community partners.  

She is committed to disseminating research findings that are relevant to a variety of audiences, with the 

ultimate goal of designing programs and interventions that address many of the health disparities that 

affect are diverse communities. [Experiences of Partner Violence among Young Men who Have Sex with 

Men: Implications for HIV and Violence Prevention Programs] 

 

Giovanna Martinez is the Youth Services Coordinator for the Women Shelter of Long Beach and 

has worked with victims of domestic violence since 2001. Giovanna specializes in helping youth heal 

from the abuse they have witnessed and experienced. She accomplishes this through the education, 

intervention and prevention of violence in the lives of youth. Prior to becoming a Youth Services 

Coordinator, Giovanna spent years as a Child Development Center Counselor and Women’s Counselor 

for the emergency shelter. 

In 2004, she was selected to help develop and implement the Youth Services Program for Women 

Shelter of Long Beach. She has helped developed a variety of support groups and individual counseling 

geared toward young people. She built a rapport with local area schools and educates students on Teen 

Dating Violence. Giovanna was an active member of the Domestic Abuse Response Team (DART). DART 

worked in conjunction with detectives from the LBPD Domestic Violence Detail and provided crisis 

counseling and emergency shelter services to the victims at area hospitals, private residences or safe 

locations. She also serves on two local Long Beach Boards, End Abuse Long Beach and Long Beach Pride 

inc. In 2013 she was nominated to be the Los Angeles Domestic Violence Council Co-Chair of their LGBT 

Sub-Committee. In 2012 Giovanna was the recipient of Soroptimist of Long Beach Woman of Distinction 

Human Rights/Status of Women award, as well as being one of The Long Beach Post 2012, 40 under 40 

award winners, and End Abuse Long Beach’s Abuse Prevention Award of 2012. Giovanna was nominated 

to be Long Beach Pride’s 2014 Female Community Grand Marshal. After 14 years of service, and 

empowering victims to become survivors, Giovanna’s passion for service continues to grow. She is 



 

currently returned to college to pursue her MA in Marriage and Family Therapy. [Teen Dating Violence 

in the LGBTQ Community] 

 

Mario J. Pérez, MPH is the Director, Division of HIV and STD Programs (DHSP) County of Los Angeles, 

Department of Public Health. Mario is responsible for managing the annual investment of more than 

$100 million in local, state and federal resources that support a comprehensive local HIV and STD service 

delivery system.  He is a leader on state, local, and national HIV policy issues, serving on the Board of 

Directors of the National Minority AIDS Council and the Los Angeles County Commission on HIV.  Mr. 

Pérez began providing HIV/AIDS services in 1990 while a student at Berkeley.  Over the last 20 years, he 

has testified before Congress, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, and the Los Angeles City 

Council to address a range of HIV/AIDS issues, including the need for scientifically-proven interventions 

and adequate resources.  Mr. Pérez has received recognition for his leadership in the fight against 

HIV/AIDS by then Assemblyman Villaraigosa, State Senator Hilda Solis, the Los Angeles City Council, Los 

Angeles County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, and numerous local organizations.  He was born, raised 

and lives in Los Angeles.  In February 2010, Mario was appointed to the Presidential Advisory Council on 

HIV/AIDS (PACHA), and remains passionately committed to ensuring that our Nation has a more 

responsive HIV/AIDS strategy. [HIV 101 for Domestic Violence Workers] 

 

Kate Vander Tuig has worked as a community educator and advocate to survivors of sexual and 

domestic violence in Washington, DC and San Francisco, CA and currently works as a Program Specialist 

on the Health Team at Futures Without Violence. In her role at FUTURES she helps to coordinate the 

National Conference on Health and Domestic Violence and supports the National Health Resource 

Center on Domestic Violence through material development, technical assistance, and provider 

education. Her areas of interests include primary prevention, policies and programs that support 

survivors in marginalized communities, and the connection of health to healthy relationships throughout 

the lifespan. She believes that strong and connected communities, not one organization or system, will 

end gender based violence. She holds a bachelor of arts degree, with a concentration in community 

based change, from the University of Michigan and is a volunteer at Bay Area Girls Rock Camp. Connect 

with her on Twitter at @katesvt.  

 


