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February 14, 2012 
 

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY-AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing this letter to affirm the City of Los Angeles’ formal collaboration with Clean Needles Now 

(CNN) in the provision of Syringe Exchange and Harm Reduction Services in Hollywood.  

 

CNN has a longstanding relationship with the AIDS Coordinator’s Office (ACO) through formal 

contracts outlining the provision of a comprehensive range of HIV and HCV prevention services at their 

Hollywood syringe exchange site on Sycamore Avenue between Santa Monica Boulevard and Romaine 

Street.  All services are based out of a specially modified mobile clinic that operates on Thursdays 

between 6:30 and 10pm and on Sundays between 4 and 8pm. 

 

The Hollywood site, like all City of Los Angeles Syringe Exchange sites, must undergo an extensive 

community engagement process as well as notification to the local police division and council district 

offices. The location and time of the Hollywood exchange was determined through this broad community 

consultation process and has been in existence since 2003.   

 

The ACO regularly monitors the operations of this program and its efficacy in HIV/ HCV and overdose 

prevention, basic wound care, community education and the removal or dirty syringes from our streets. In 

the last year alone, CNN has removed well over 260,000 used syringes from the streets and engaged over 

5,000 individuals in harm reduction conversations through the provision of services. 

 

Multiple local, national and international studies have shown that Syringe Exchange Programs (SEPs) are 

an effective intervention for reducing the transmission of HIV among injection drug users while at the 

same time not increasing drug use. Studies have also shown that SEPs do not increase crime or attract 

additional drug users to neighborhoods where they are established and are a cost effective solution to 

removing used syringes from the streets. 

 

SEP programs have long been a cornerstone of the ACOs mission to developing and supporting programs 

and policies that prevent the transmission and acquisition of HIV and improve the quality of life for 

people living with HIV in the City of Los Angeles.  

 

If you have any questions you can contact the AIDS Coordinator’s Office at 213-202-2750. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Regina Houston-Swain 

Executive Director 
 


