
 

                                            

 
PRESENTER BIOS 

 

 
Chloe Blalock is a cultural anthropologist whose research focuses primarily on historical and political trends in 
homelessness, drug addiction, and crime and criminalization. While pursuing her undergraduate degree, she 
began her work in harm reduction with the Atlanta Harm Reduction Coalition, where she volunteered to assist in 
providing needle exchange and related services, as well as in outreach efforts to introduce more Atlanta 
residents to the opportunities and efforts of the AHRC. After 18 months with the AHRC, Chloe began her work 
with HHCLA’s harm reduction center, where she has been volunteering for the past 6 months. At HHCLA, Chloe 
instructs the Narcan/Naloxone overdose prevention class, and assists in managing the day-to-day activities of a 
high-volume harm reduction center. In addition to working in Atlanta and Los Angeles, Chloe has spent time in 
the favelas, or shantytowns, of Rio de Janerio, Brazil, investigating the relationships between poverty, social 
stigma, and treatment options for Hansen’s disease and the ways in which favela residents negotiate these 
relationships.  
Mario Gonzalez has been with Homeless Health Care Los Angeles (HHCLA) for 9 years. He began work at the 
agency in a development position where he planned fundraisers and prepared appeals for donations. After 
volunteering for a few weeks at HHCLA's syringe exchange in Skid Row, he decided that he wanted to split his 
time between the office and the "street". Over the next few years, Mario started working at the syringe 
exchange full time and aided in its transition to a Harm Reduction Center. Mario worked on a research study 
collecting data on injection practices of clients through a partnership with City Office of Aids. He also took part in 
the implementation of Narcan/Nalaxone overdose trainings after a successful pilot study conducted through a 
USC research study. Mario left the Harm Reduction Center in 2008 to work with HHCLA on an SBIRT (Substance, 
Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment) study with SAPC (formerly SAMHSA). He visited Parker Center Jail 
weekly and conducted in-custody screenings and referrals with inmates. In the last few years, Mario has been 
working from the CASC (Community Assessment Services Center) department at Homeless Health Care 
facilitating in assessments and drug program placements. He is currently participating with the Dept of Mental 
Health, Dept of Public Social Services and Exodus Mental Health Urgent Care Center in a housing project for 
patients at LA County USC Hospital.    
 
Angelica Skouras’ passion to aid the less fortunate began at age eleven, collecting day old food from local 
bakeries which would have otherwise been wasted. As a teenager, she was recognized by George W. Bush and 
invited to the White House as one of the “thousand points of light” for her work with the homeless. After 
attending Rollins College in Winter Park, Florida, Angelica moved back to Los Angeles to continue her mission. In 
nearly a decade of her work, Angelica has had the privilege of working with some of the most recognized 
organizations in the health care field. Through her years at AIDS Health Care Foundation and now Homeless 
Health Care Los Angeles her commitment has stayed the same: To make everything (and everyone) we touch 
better.   


