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We Survived!
2012 was not a great year for
HIV Service Providers or for
Substance Abuse Treatment
Providers, and that really affected our Task Force.
But, as frequently happens,
most news that is bad is also
good.
Phil Hendricks, one of our
strongest Steering Committee
members, left his position at
AIDS Project Los Angeles to take
a job at DHSP, and that meant
that he could no longer participate in the Task Force like he
had been. Luckily for us, now
we have a great champion at
DHSP (which can never hurt)
Farina Dary, co-Chair for the
past decade—or more—lost her
grant at LAGLC and consequently, we lost the little bit of
money we had for our events.
Now that she is working outside

of the field, she can no longer
participate to the extent that
she was, and this is really noticeable. She sort of is Superwoman, though. She is working
with us after hours—in addition
to her full-time work. She
worked nights and weekends to
ensure that TranSolutions was a
success.
Susan Forrest became a foster
mom (to two girls) in September, and this has cut into the
time she can devote to the Task
Force. “I never realized how
much work I actually did at
home until I was no longer able
to do it!” she stated.
But as the Steering Committee
changed, we also got a fantastic
new addition: Cindy Cortez.
We had an exceptionally high
rate of no-shows at our trainings this year. This cost mem-

bers of the steering committee
many hundreds of dollars,
which we were forced to pay
from our own pockets. We will
have to evaluate whether we
can continue to provide food as
we have been at our trainings,
or if we will have to raise the
cost of our trainings. We lost so
much money this year that we
are actually contemplating
whether to actually require that
people who consistently register and don’t show up not be
allowed to attend.
But the bright side of this is that
we are working with an agency
to become our new fiscal agent.
If this works out, we will be able
to accept online payment for
trainings in advance.

Farina Dary has been a part of
the HIV Drug & Alcohol Task
Force since 2001.
Susan Forrest has been a part
of the HIV Drug & Alcohol Task
Force since 2001. Susan is a
Registered Addictions Specialist, and works with the Commu-

nity Assessment Service Center
at Behavioral Health Services,
Inc. in Hollywood. Susan has
worked in HIV Services since
the early 1990s, in Chicago and
in Los Angeles. She was an activist long before starting to
work in the field.
Phil Hendricks has been working in the field of HIV, STD, and
Substance Use prevention and
education since 1993. He spe-
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We continued to deepen our
relationship with the Los Angeles Training Institute for Alcohol
(Continued on page 5)

2012 Steering Committee
In 2012 we had a core of about
five people who planned every
event.

2012
In Review

cializes in HIV risk reduction
programming for high-risk hard
to reach populations. He has
developed and coordinated HIV
prevention programs in Seattle
and Los Angeles. Through his
work history he has gained
experience in HIV Testing, Community Outreach and Recruitment, Individual Level Interventions, Group Level Interventions, Community Level Inter(Continued on page 4)

The mission of the
LA County HIV Drug
and Alcohol Task
Force is to advocate for the needs
of drug and alcohol
users and people in
recovery who are
at risk for or living
with HIV/AIDS
and/or Hepatitis C.

Harm Reduction & Overdose Prevention
2 hour training | 115 registered
The HIV DATF Steering Committee decided
that we really want to offer trainings in all 8
SPAs this year. We want to offer our deepest gratitude to L.A. CADA (especially to
Lawrence Fernandez, who really made this
possible) for opening their agency up to us.
This was our first training in Santa Fe
Springs, and it was a huge success.
Homeless Healthcare Los Angeles provided
us with some amazing presenters.

2 hour training | 76 registered
The HIV DATF Steering Committee wanted
to present a different, more theoretical,
Ethics training this year.
Richard Dean presented “What are
‘Ethics’?” Richard received a PhD in philosophy from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and taught at Rutgers
University and at the American University
of Beirut, before taking his current position

4 hour training | 126 registered
BARBARA CROFFORD is a licensed clinical
social worker, herself in substance abuse
recovery for over 30 years, who has worked in
the field of HIV and AIDS for over 20 years,
and in the field of Hepatitis C for 10 years.
She is currently the Clinical Supervisor at
Women-Alive Coalition, a former clinical supervisor at Clare Foundation, and is in private
practice as a psychotherapist.
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Chloe Blalock is a cultural anthropologist
whose research focuses primarily on historical and political trends in homelessness,
drug addiction, and crime and criminalization. At HHCLA, Chloe instructs the Narcan/Naloxone overdose prevention class,
and assists in managing the day-to-day
activities of a high-volume harm reduction
center.
Mario Gonzalez has been with Homeless
Health Care Los Angeles (HHCLA) for 9
years. Mario has been working from the
CASC department at HHCLA facilitating in

assessments and drug program placements. He is currently participating with
the Dept of Mental Health, Dept of Public
Social Services and Exodus Mental Health
Urgent Care Center in a housing project for
patients at LA County USC Hospital.
Angelica Skouras has had the privilege of
working with some of the most recognized
organizations in the health care field.
Through her years at AIDS Health Care
Foundation and now Homeless Health Care
Los Angeles.

at California State University Los Angeles.
Although his areas of specialization are
mainly ethical theory and the history of
moral philosophy, he also has done work in
medical ethics. A chapter of his book, The
Value of Humanity in Kant’s Moral Theory,
explained the relationship between Immanuel Kant’s idea of moral autonomy and the
contemporary principle of “respect for
autonomy,” which is influential in medical
ethics. He also has presented papers on
informed consent and on the morality of

using stigmatization as a part of public
health policy.

DANNY JENKINS has been in non-profit program development and leadership for over
twenty years. He has developed and documented sustainable health-related prevention
and treatment programs for people living
with HIV, drug users and youth populations,
designing service models that are recognized
as effective, cost efficient and compassionate.
Born in Chicago and raised in Los Angeles, Mr.
Jenkins studied language and adult education
before devoting his time to non-profit development efforts. Mr. Jenkins is proud to have

co-founded Los Angeles’ HIV-Drug and Alcohol Task Force, co-chairing the Hepatitis C
Task Force for L. A. County, and for serving on
the L.A. City AIDS Coordinator’s Advisory
Board. He currently owns We Write the
Grants, Inc., an organization specializing in
grant proposal writing, and program and organizational
development.

Marco Pardo presented on “Ethics and
Confidentiality”. Marco was born in Bogota, Colombia, and was raised here in Los
Angeles. He graduated from Marquette
University in 1972. Marco first got involved
with the work of recovery in 1978 as part of
his studies for his Masters Degree in Counseling and Guidance. He became associated
(Continued on page 4)

(wewritethegrants.com)

AJ KING MPH, is a consultant in the field of
(Continued on page 5)
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LGBT Latinos & Harm reduction | LGBT Latinos & Treatment
2 trainings | 72 registered
This year we did 2 Latino LGBT-specific
trainings back-to-back.
Overview of Latino LGBT populations Gay
Latinos & Crystal Meth | Victor Martinez,
Bienestar
Club Drugs & Other Drugs of Choice | FARINA DARY, BS, RN, has committed herself to
the LGBT community for over 12 years. After
completing her B.S. in Biology from USC and
later receiving her degree as a registered
nurse from Mount St. Mary’s, she began her

8 hour training | 220 registered
This was our 6th Annual TranSolutions training, and this year we held it in Plummer Park.
It started off with a little bit of drama: the
park didn’t let us into our space to set up food
or registration until just when the training
was about to begin. Also, their AV staff were
off that day, so we didn't have microphones,
nor could we adjust the air conditioning. But
that said, the training was phenomenal.
Talia Bettcher, PhD is a Professor of Philosophy at California State University, Los Angeles.
She has published articles on transphobia and
transphobic violence and she teaches regularly courses on the philosophy of gender. She
has been actively involved in Los Angeles
transgender community and grass-roots organizing for over a decade. | What Is Trans?
Rosalyne Blumenstein is a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker in the State of California and
New York. Rosalyne is also an Advanced Certified Hospice and Palliative Care Medical
Social Worker as well as a therapist in private
practice. Ms. Blumenstein was the first and
only Director of the Gender Identity Project at
the LGBT Center from 1996-2002. Ms. Rosalyne has been affiliated with the trans communities on a professional and personal level
since 1976. Author of the book BRANDED T,
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journey working for the LGBT community as
the program coordinator for the Alcohol and
other Drugs program at the L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center’s Health Education Unit. What
was once a small program with a few AODfree events for the community soon began to
grow due her dedication and outstanding
efforts. Some of her events include: Club
Freedom, Oasis of Pride, and Rainbow Youth
Festival, events that cater to LGBT youth by
offering a drug-free environment to celebrate, socialize, and dance. The Senior-Youth
photo project, another example of her accomplishments, seeks to increase self-efficacy and
self-worth among youth who participate in it.

Among the larger-scale events is “Mind, Body
and Soul”, a women’s health conference
which seeks to increase knowledge regarding
the impact of substance use on women’s
health as well as knowledge regarding other
health issues impacting Lesbian women. With
the need for transgender-specific programs
and mobilization, Trans-Unity helps to reunite
the community with a Pride-event. Farina has
received several awards for her accomplishments with the community, including; the
Paul Starke Warrior award, an award from
Senator Diane Feinstein for creating the “One
Gay at a Time” event, and an award from the

Rosalyne has played the role of Producer,
Director, Writer, and Editor Rosalyne's words
are published in Psychological and Scientific
Journals, Addiction Literature, Queer Academia, National Magazines, and Newspapers.
BRANDED T…. This is a true story about a
teenage runaway, her contact with suicide,
gender identity issues, drug addiction, and the
sex-Industry. This is also the anecdote of how
recovery opens the door to a healing process
and alters the subjugators, one day at a time.

Psychology in Fall 2011. | Love, Sex & Relationships

Cadyn Cathers, MA, MFTI is the newest member of the Los Angeles Gender Center! He is
the the 1st out transgender student to graduate from Antioch University Los Angeles' LGBT
Specialization in Clinical Psychology with a
Health Psychology Emphasis in March 2011.
His thesis project explored the psychological
factors of obesity in lesbian, bisexual and
queer women and he presented his findings
at the Lesbian and Gay Psychological Association (LAGPA) Conference in 2010. He has presented on the topic of working with transgender clients for numerous courses at Antioch University Los Angeles. He completed
his MFT Traineeship at the Los Angeles Gay
and Lesbian Center, where he currently cofacilitates two transgender therapy groups.
Cadyn will be starting his PhD in clinical psychology at California School of Professional

(Continued on page 6)

Kandis Driscoll, Insure The Uninsured Project
Kandis is the Workgroup Director for Insure
The Uninsured Project (ITUP), a non-profit,
non-partisan organization whose mission is to
increase coverage of California’s uninsured by
building consensus on targeted issues among
the state’s health leaders. She is responsible
for planning and coordinating ITUP’s statewide regional workgroups that bring together
a variety of local participants to discuss California’s implementation of the Affordable
Care Act. In addition to delivering presentations about health care reform to community
leaders, Kandis also conducts research and
assists with communications at ITUP. She
received a Bachelor of Science in Natural Science from Loyola Marymount University.
Beth Hoffman, Ph.D., M.P.H. is an assistant
professor in the Health Science Department
at CSULA. She completed her doctorate degree at the University of Southern California's
Institute for Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention studies, where she also earned a
Master’s of Public Health in Preventive Nutrition. Her dissertation examined peer influence and peer selection dynamics in tobacco
use behaviors among adolescents. Dr. Hoff(Continued on page 6)
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Steering Committee

RIP to HIV/AIDS Activists and Providers

(Continued from page 1)

2012 forced us to experience the deaths of
two people who were very involved with
the HIV DATF, as well as a tireless HIV activist.

ventions, Social Marketing and Community
Planning. Hendricks has served on advisory
boards for both the HIV Vaccine Trials Network and the HIV Prevention Trials Network. In 2008 he became a Fellow of the
CDC’s Institute for HIV Prevention Leadership.
Most recently he developed and coordinated
of the Crystal Meth Program at AIDS Project
Los Angeles from 2005-2012.

Elissa
Bradley
died March 9,
2012 at the age
of 36 tragic accident in the British Virgin Islands.
Elissa
worked
with The Charles
Drew University
Pacific AIDS Education and Training Center
(CDU PAETC) .
Alexis Rivera died on March 28, 2012 at the
age of 34 due to complications of advanced

Ethics CONT...
with Cri-Help in 1980 as an occasional inservice trainer. In the 1980's and 90's,
Marco pursued his interest in spiritual practice and studies by doing pastoral work and
acquiring his Masters Degree in Pastoral
Theology. He has lived and worked in Niagara Falls, Chicago, Orlando, and Houston. In
1997, Marco returned to Los Angeles. He
was asked to start a group at Cri-Help to
help the clients resolve concerns in spirituality that were obstacles to their recovery.
In 2000, Marco took over the Grief group.
He facilitated both groups one morning per
week. In October, 2004, Marco came on full
-time as the Spirituality/Grief Counselor for
Cri-Help. Marco has extended the services
that are available to our clients in both areas. He is also a member of the Treatment
Team and occasionally makes in-service
presentations to the staff on issues of Cultural Sensitivity, Professional Ethics, Spirituality in Recovery, and Grief in Recovery. In
2009, Marco completed the Addictions

2012

Studies program at Pierce College in Woodland Hills and was immediately hired as an
Adjunct Instructor to teach the course on
Group Skills. In 2010, he acquired his state
certification as an Addictions Treatment
Counselor. As Cri-Help’s Spirituality Counselor, Marco writes a daily morning meditation every weekday for the clients who attend his morning sessions. They are designed to provide guidance and a starting
point for their day’s reflection. They are
posted each day on the Cri-Help web site.
Marco is happily married. He enjoys playing
his guitar, listening to music, traveling with
his wife, visiting with family and friends,
taking healthy walks, and anything that
makes him laugh.

HIV disease. Alexis
Rivera, a proud
queer transgender
woman, was born
and raised in Los
Angeles. Alexis was
involved in the
Transgender community for the past
15 years, beginning her activism as a teenager doing street outreach to LGBT youth in
Hollywood. She eventually became a case
manager and later the first program director for Children’s Hospital Los Angeles’s
iconic Tranny Rockstar program, helping
provide vital support services to hundreds
of transgender youth in Los Angeles. She
participated as a Commissioner for the Los
Angeles County Commission on HIV/AIDS;
was on the founding board of the Female-to
-Male Alliance of Los Angeles; and, for six
years chaired the Transgender Service Provider Network. Alexis was a founding member of the League of Trans Unified Sisters
(LOTUS), a sisterhood for transgender
women. Alexis later rose to even greater
prominence on a statewide level as Policy
Advocate for the Transgender Law Center,
playing an instrumental role in advocating
for statewide legislative change and training
hundreds of transgender community members to speak to elected officials. During this
time, Alexis was also a leader of the Transgender Law Center’s Health Care Access
Project and helped secure affordable transgender healthcare services in several counties across the state of California. For the
many life-changing contributions Alexis
made over her lifetime, she received several
awards including: the Trans-Unity Trailblazer Award; the Latino Caucus on HIV
Prevention Leadership Award; the TransUnity Spirit Award; and she was named the
first winner of the QUEST Advocacy Pageant
for transgender woman in 2002. Alexis described her many years of ongoing activism
as a labor of love.
(Continued on page 5)
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and Drug Counseling:, who graciously provide
us with CEUS for Board of Behavioral Sciences
(BBS), the California Association for Alcohol/
Drug Educators (CAADE), the California Association of Addiction Recovery Resources
(CAARR), and the California Association of
Drinking Driver Treatment Programs
(CADDTP). Their website is:

http://www.training4aod.org/
In addition to working with us, LATIADC offers continuing education trainings on a regular basis. They offer a 10-week course For
Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselors, Licensed Social Workers, and Marriage and
Family Therapists it is required that you complete continuing education units/hours (CEU/

CEH) for re-certification. The Los Angeles
Training Institute for Alcohol and Drug Counseling offers a variety of classes. Upon the
successful completion of the 10 Week Training Sessions Program, you will have earned 20
CEU's.
LATIADC also provides the necessary education to those who want to become licensed in
the field of Substance Use Disorder Treatment. This comprehensive Alcohol and Drug
Counseling Certificate Program provides students with the education and training to qualify for employment as an Alcohol and Drug
Counselor. It is a new and fulfilling career for
those seeking a rewarding profession in addiction counseling. Alcohol and Drug Counselors
work in a variety of settings, such as government agencies, hospitals, schools, community
based agencies, churches, prisons, residential
and outpatient alcohol and drug treatment

facilities, and drug courts.
Students will be able to complete the program in just 11 months or less for a very affordable cost. Classes are held on alternate
weekends to accommodate working individuals. A valuable component of the program
includes a required internship that offers
students the hands-on experience of working
at a drug and alcohol treatment facility. Upon
successful completion of the program, students will be able to sit for the Oral and Written Exam to become a Certified Alcohol and
Drug Counselor.

Health Care Reform & Service Delivery: Where R.I.P. CONT...
(Continued from page 2)

public health, providing grant-writing, facilitation, training, strategic planning, and other
organizational development services for a
variety of community-based and governmental organizations. AJ worked for many years
with the California STD/HIV Prevention Training Center, as a trainer and manager overseeing a national CDC-funded capacity building
assistance (CBA) program for both health departments and community-based organizations. He has served as the Community CoLead for the CBA for Health Departments National Network and as Co-Chair of the Los
Angeles County HIV Prevention Planning Committee. AJ has a background in the AntiViolence field, working as a program director
and service provider, and has expertise in
working with the transgender community.
SHERRY LARKINS, Ph.D., has worked for
Friends Research Institute and UCLA’s Inte-

2012

grated Substance Abuse Programs since 1998.
She currently directs co-occurring training and
evaluation initiatives across the state. Prior to
her current position, she was the Director for
a study investigating the diffusion of HIV and
other STDs among methamphetamine-using
MSM and MSM, and worked with a research
team exploring behavioral treatment interventions for stimulant and alcohol abusers. She
has been involved in substance abuse research
for over fifteen years and completed her doctorate in sociology at Rutgers University in
1999. Her research interests include stimulant
abuse, substance abuse treatment for marginalized populations, sexual risk behaviors associated with substance use, and qualitative
methodologies .

(Continued from page 4)

Pete
Jiminez
was a long-time
activist,
who
died on April 13,
2012 at the age
of 48. Pete was
remembered as
a brave warrior
who was often
arrested when
confronting
decision-makers
who
played
politics with the lives of people with HIV/
AIDS. Often at the expense of their own
health, Pete and his fellow warriors ripped
away that cloak of presumed institutional
invincibility and forced America to confront
its own inhumanity.
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City of Los Angeles, recognizing Trans-Unity as
its own Pride-event Assessing Readiness for
Treatment Based on Stages of Change and
Motivational Interviewing | Danny Jenkins,
We Write the Grants

TranSolutions CONT
(Continued from page 3)

man was a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
in the field of tobacco surveillance. Her research interests include peer and social influences on health behaviors in adolescent
populations, including gang members and
transgender youth.
Drian Juarez is currently the Program Manager for the LA Gay and Lesbian Center’s
Transgender Economic Empowerment Project; the only program in all of Los Angeles
assisting the transgender community with
employment issues and economic health.
Juarez graduated from Otis College of Art and
Design with a BA in Fine Art and began advocating for the transgender community in 05 as
Lead Health Educator for a non-profit in the
West Hollywood/Hollywood area. During this
time she was able to increase her activism by
becoming a member of the West Hollywood
Transgender Advisory Board (formally the
West Hollywood Transgender Taskforce) and
was elected by this group in 09 to design and
compose an original poem inscribed on Transgender Memorial Plaque which was erected
at Mathew Shepard Triangle in West Hollywood; the only plaque in the nation to commemorate the lives of trans people who have
passed due to hate crimes and violence. She
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RESPECT THE WORK
OF
TRANS WOMEN
OF COLOR
also became a member of the Transgender
Service Provider Network and was invited to
become a board member of the Female to
Male Alliance in 07 and worked to redesign
the mission statement of this local nonprofit,
the only one in all of Los Angeles with a 501C3
status started by trans-people for transpeople, to be inclusive of the entire community; this work led to an eventual name
change in 09 to Gender Justice LA. In the
same year Juarez was invited to become a
member of the Transgender Law Center’s,
Transgender Leadership Council a group that
assists with the planning of the yearly Transgender Leadership Summit and a member of
the Transgender Economic Development Initiative (TEDI), a group that meets with legislators all over California in an effort to increase
the funding for trans-specific employment
programs all across the state. Juarez was also
invited to become a member of Liberty Hills
Funding Board 2010, a group that reviews the
proposals and conducts site visits with some

of the groups in consideration to receive a
grant. Lastly Juarez was the recipients of the
2010 Trans Unity Trailblazer Award. | Moving
Beyond “Outreach” | Community session
AJ King, MPH, is a consultant in the field of
public health, providing grant-writing, facilitation, training, strategic planning, and other
organizational development services for a
variety of community-based and governmental organizations. AJ worked for many years
with the California STD/HIV Prevention Training Center, as a trainer and manager overseeing a national CDC-funded capacity building
assistance (CBA) program for both health
departments and community-based organizations. He has served as the Community CoLead for the CBA for Health Departments
National Network and as Co-Chair of the Los
Angeles County HIV Prevention Planning Committee. AJ has a background in the AntiViolence field, working as a program director
and service provider, and has expertise in
working with the transgender community.
Rodrigo Lehtinen is the membership director
at Gender Justice LA, where ze works to build
the power of transgender people on the local
level, particularly focusing on low-income
transgender people of color. Hir background
is in community organizing and community

Newsletter Title

TranSolutions cont.
(Continued from page 6)

include organizing around HIV prevention,
correctional policy, and economic and profesbuilding. Ze uses gender neutral pronouns sional development for transgender people
(like ze and hir and they and them) and male across the US. Among her accomplishments
pronouns (like he and him) interchangeably.
include a nationwide petition to Congress and
performance event producer/director
our President for trans communities to be
counted in the 2010 census. | Opening Your
Chandi Moore stepped into the world of HIV Agency Doors (Structural Issues)
prevention in September 2009 and the TransElise Turen, PhD - Associate Director of the
GiaDivas came to life. Trans empowerment
Los Angeles Gender Center and Clinical Sexbecame her passion. Showing the diversity of
ologist who has 28 years experience as a
the trans community and uniting our LGB/T
therapist, educator and advocate in the field
communities, is a task that she had taken on
of Human Sexuality and Chemical Dependwhole-heartedly. Among the many accolades
ency. She has worked with individuals, cound
Chandi has received, Chandi was 2 runnerples and families coping with issues of gender
up in the Quest 2010 pageant. TransGiaDivas,
identity, DSDs and their related concerns,
the program she created, received the Trans
sexual abuse, and addictive illnesses in priPride L.A. Community Award in 2011. Chandi
vate, institutional and educational settings.
is currently Co-Chairs of the Transgender
For the past 17 years at the Los Angeles GenService Provider Network (TSPN), and is lookder Center, her mission has been to create a
ing to continue to be a force in making life
safe environment in which her clients can
better for all Trans people.
explore the diversity of their gender identity
Isabella Rodriguez is the current Community along with their sexual and anatomical health
Advocate for The Transgender Law Center's and rights. She has done extensive research
Los Angeles Division. She is working to pro- on the effect of internalized transphobia on
vide comprehensive services to the Trans- transsexed individuals in transition. She is a
gender community through community orga- member of The Society for the Scientific Study
nizing and advocacy. She started working with of Sexuality (SSSS), World Professional Assothe Transgender Community 7 years ago as a ciation of Transgender Health (WPATH), and
mentor to transgender youth in Foster Care. The American Association of Sexuality EducaMs. Rodriguez is the co-chair of the Trans- tors, Counselors and Therapists (AASECT). |
gender Service Provider Network and she is Love, Sex & Relationships
currently pursuing her Bachelor's Degree with
Alexander Dmitri Roberto Jose Sims-Zaraspea concentration in Creative Writing from AnYoo, M.Div., M.A. works with trans and gentioch University. | Transitioning Shelters
der-gifted populations in medicine, mental
Bamby Salcedo is a nationally recognized health, and in creating state and national
transgender Latina woman, currently serving policy and standards of treatment in multiple
as the Health Education & HIV Prevention professional realms as a veteran of interreServices with Childrens Hospital Los Angeles. lated fields. E contributes to ongoing, groundBamby is the founder of Angels of Change, breaking research in HIV, gender diversity,
the first trans youth calendar aimed at provid- and sexuality. Fortune 500 companies recoging trans youth with a positive image. Bamby nize Rev. Yoo as a foremost diversity consulthas participated in numerous state and na- ant with gender, conflict, and transitions. As a
tional conferences as a presenter and motiva- psychotherapist, eir interests go beyond
tion speaker including Equality and Parity queer and gender issues and include grief,
2005 and 2009, United States Conference on loss, death, aging, size-acceptance, HAES
AIDS in 2005 and 2007, Staying Alive in 2006, (Health At Every Size), disability, ethnicand HIV Prevention Leadership Summit 2006. ity/race, BD/SM/Ds/leather, class, social jusAn outspoken advocate for the LGBT commu- tice, sex workers’ rights, “alternative” sexualinity, she has been invited to speak at protests ties, non-monogamy, partners of trans folk,
and rallies on immigration issues, marriage and gender diverse children/youth. Alexander
equality, and HIV funding cuts in the state of f o u n d e d G e n d e r Q u e e r R e v o l u t i o n
California. Her experience and scope of work (genderqueerrevolution.org), a national or-

Volume 1, Issue 1

According to the report “Injustice
at Every Turn” , the HIV seroprevelance among transgender
women in the U.S. is more than
seven times the national average.
ganization celebrating genderqueer, gendergifted, individuals and communities, worldwide. Through GQR, E helped create Tuesday
Nights for T, a medical clinic for the gendergifted community in Los Angeles. Alexander is
also an organizational community psychological consultant for universities, private companies, and non-profits, providing assessments
and evaluations, organizational development,
and diversity, efficiency, and medical training
from a client/patient/patron-centered model.
An ordained clergyperson, E also serves as a
hospice chaplain. Alexander also enjoys eir
experience as a university instructor, a
speaker with thousands of hours of experience, published author, long-time community
advocate and activist, musician of stage and
studio, performance artist, and queer performance event producer/director | Genderqueer: What Does that Mean?
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TASK FORCE PARTICIPANTS
Steering Committee

Training Sub-Committees

Farina Dary, Co-chair
Susan Forrest, Co-chair

Robert Brown

Maureen Morrissey

Lindsy Brumsey

Elton Naswood

Cynthia Cortez

Farina Dary

Christina Quiñonez

Dan Field

Susan Forrest

Rafeeq Rahim

Phil Hendricks

Michelle Enfield

Daniel Rivas

Eric Hernandez

Dan Field

Isabella Rodriguez

Claud Moradian

Phil Hendricks

Bamby Salcedo

Ric Zappala

Eric Hernandez

Elise Turen

Additional CEU Providers

Beth Hoffman

Carlotta Washington

Letitia Keller & Lupe Barragan

Cristina Magalhaes

Ric Zappala

Claud Moradian
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Partners and Collaborators
PRESENTERS

Danny Jenkins
We Write the Grants

Sharon Allen
L.A. Training Institute for
Alcohol & Drug Counseling

Drian Juarez
LA Gay & Lesbian Center

Ryka Aoki, MFA
Santa Monica College

AJ King, MPH
Consultant

Shiloh Angel Bentacourt
APAIT Health Center

Sherry Larkins, Ph.D.
UCLA’s Integrated Substance
Abuse Programs

Talia Bettcher, Ph.D.
California State University, L.A.
Chloe Blalock
Homeless Health Care Los Angeles

Behavioral Health Services, Inc.
Cri Help, Inc.

Rodrigo Lehtinen
Gender Justice, Los Angeles

L.A. CADA
Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center
L.A. Training Institute for
Alcohol & Drug Counseling

Victor Martinez
Bienestar

Rosalyne Blumenstein , LCSW
Hospice and Palliative Care
Medical Social Worker

Chandi Moore
TransGiaDivas

Cadyn Cathers, MA
Los Angeles Gender Center

Dr. Jo Olsen
Children’s Hospital, Los Angeles

Barbara Crofford, LCSW
Clare Foundation

Marco Pardo
Cri-Help, Inc.

Farina Dary, BS, RN
LA Gay & Lesbian Center

Maria Roman
APAIT Health Center

Richard Dean, Ph.D.
California State University, L.A.

Bamby Salcedo
Children’s Hospital, Los Angeles

Kandis Driscoll
Insure The Uninsured Project

Angelica Skouras
Homeless Health Care Los Angeles

John-Carlos Fabian

Elise Turen, Ph.D.,
Los Angeles Gender Center

Mario Gonzalez
Homeless Health Care Los Angeles

PARTNERING AGENCIES
organizations with whom we worked
This includes agencies that supported
our trainings through collaboration or
providing space or material assistance

Alexander Yoo, M.Div., M.A.
Gender Queer Revolution

Beth Hoffman
California State University, L.A.
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The mission of the
LA County HIV Drug and Alcohol Task Force is
to advocate for the needs of drug and alcohol
users and people in recovery
who are at risk for or living with HIV/AIDS
and/or Hepatitis C.

@HIVDATF

hivdatfla

hivdatf.org

How to Get Involved
Membership

Steering Committee:

Training Committee:

There are many ways to be involved
with the Task Force, with varying levels of responsibility and commitment.
If you agree with our mission statement, there is a place for you in the
Task Force.

The HIV Drug & Alcohol Task seeks
input from all communities impacted
by HIV and substance or alcohol use
or misuse.

This Committee is responsible for
planning future trainings, locating
speakers, working up appropriate
curricula and creating the training
agendas. This committee is great if
you have an interest in continuing
education.

General Membership:
General membership entitles you to
attend our trainings, subscribe to our
website & forum, and access the multitude of resources available on the
website. There is nothing to do in
order to become a member.
There are no further responsibilities
associated with this level of membership. All membership is free.
THIS REQUIRES NO TIME COMMITMENT

We want to meet the mandate of our
Mission Statement across all SPAs
and all demographics.
Consider joining our Steering Committee.
Help us strategize about relevant issues, and network with others in the
community .
We can use your voice at the table.

THIS REQUIRES A TIME COMMITMENT

THIS REQUIRES A TIME COMMITMENT

Web Committee:
This Committee is responsible for the
multi-media content on the website
THIS REQUIRES A TIME COMMITMENT

