2007
In Review

Inside this review:

A Year of Growth for the Task Force
The HIV DATF grew in terms of
numbers of participants, of training hours provided, as well as in
engaging in collaboration with
other entities.
In collaboration with Behavioral
Health Services, Inc. (BHS) we
started providing Continuing
Education Units (CEU) for the
following entities:



Board of Behavioral
Sciences;



Breining Institute;



BRN/LVN/LPT;



CAADAC;



CAADE; and



CAARR

We also provide Los Angeles
County – Department of Public
Health - Alcohol and Drug Program Administration (ADPA)
and Office of AIDS Program and
Policy (OAPP) contract approved HIV training hours.
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Mid year we entered into a collaborative relationship with Behavioral Health Services, Inc.,
who enables the Task Force to
provide CEUs for Addictions
Counselors.
The cost of each training is $5.00
for agency staff and free to clients. The HIV DATF encourages client attendance unless
otherwise identified as “staff only
training. The HIV DATF provides
completion and CEU certificates,
which are provided by ADPA.
Van Ness House and the L.A.
Gay and Lesbian Center ATOD
Prevention Programs provide the
food for our trainings. The HIV
DATF trainings all offer a continental breakfast, and lunch for
the trainings that exceed 4
hours.

We put on our first entertainment
event for National Recovery
Month in September 2007

Van Ness Recovery House generously provides raffle prizes at
each of the trainings. This year
we raffled off gas cards, store gift
cards and other items. The combined values of raffle prizes were
valued at $200-$300 per training.

Networking & Social Events in 2007
The HIV DATF provided 2 nontraining events in 2007:
On 09.14.07 One Gay at a Time
an LGBT night of stand-up comedy for Recovery Month. The LA
Gay & Lesbian Center donated
the theater at the Village at Ed
Gould Plaza for the night, and
we were able to fill the house to
standing-room-only.

We invited residential treatment
programs with LGBT programming to reserve seats for their
clients. Some programs used the
evening as a reward or incentive.
This event, more than any other
we have provided, received the
most feedback, and all of it positive. There is such a need for
people in recovery—especially
early recovery, to have a clean
and sober venue in which there

is nothing but laughter.
12.05.07 Network & Nosh III This
was our third annual Network &
Nosh. We invite providers, community planners and activists
focusing on all areas of social
services to mingle and introduce
their programs, upcoming
events, or anything else relevant
to the communities we serve.

Mission Statement:
The mission of the Los
Angeles County HIV
Drug and Alcohol Task
Force is to advocate
for the needs of drug
and alcohol users and
people in recovery
who are at risk for or
living with HIV/AIDS
and/or Hepatitis C.
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On 03.04.07 we hosted A Day
of Sex with Neva Chauppette.
The training was held at the
Village at Ed Gould Plaza (in SPA
4).

ACT UP!
FIGHT BACK!
FIGHT AIDS!

Despite some serious parking
issues, the theater was filled to
capacity for Dr. Chauppette’s
rousing presentation.

did not pre-register. This
prompted us to require preregistration for providers as well
as for clients. With regard to
client confidentiality, we don’t
require that the clients register
by name, but rather that the
provider inform us in advance of
the number of clients who will
be attending the training.

We also learned that in the
future we would try to hold
trainings where there is ample,
free parking, and that are close
to public transportation. We
also started reminding people
with registration confirmation
about the parking situations at
various venues.

For the first time ever, we had
to turn people away because of
fire code issues. Many people
showed up for the training who

This was one of the lessons we
learned early on in 2007 about
providing large trainings.

One of the reasons for the
changing face of participation in
the Task Force over the years is
because we became less of an
advocacy body and more of a
training body. In 2007 we decided that we would like to try
to do both, and that we would
take the temperature of the
community to see if they would
be interested in participating in
an advocacy and activism meeting.

On 05.02.07 we held our Advocacy and Activism meeting at
Precious Blood Church in SPA 4.

From this event came the Advocacy Subcommittee of the HIV
Drug & Alcohol Task Force.

Dr. Terry Grand spoke about
ACT UP, Tim Young and Eddie
Martinez from the Act Now
Against Meth Coaliion spoke
about crystal meth issues, The
Overdose Prevention Task
Force came in and spoke about
overdose issues and legislation,
and Meghan Ralston spoke from
the TB Coalition.

To get involved with this subcommittee, send an email
to:hivdatfla@yahoo.com with
‘”advocacy” in the subject line.

On 06.06.07 we hosted LGBT,
Substances & Recovery at
Precious Blood Church in SPA 4.
Topics covered included: History
of gay/lesbian bar culture(s);
Transwomen & Clubs; Relationship of substance use to various
sexually stigmatized communities; Stigma; Lesbians, alcohol,
other substances across cultures;
Gay men and substance use
across cultures; Transgender
men and women and substance
use across cultures; What the

queer/LGBT recovery movement looks like; HIV and early
recovery; Sexuality issues and
use and recovery; Needle use in
recovery (hormones, medication) and triggers; access to
treatment for LGBT/gender
variant people; LGBT issues with
religion (and religion’s issues
with LGBT people) – how this
impacts ideas about Recovery/spirituality/12-step; HIV risk
behavior in recovery; LGBT
communities and smoking; Our

presenters were Alyce Belford,
Rosalyne Blumenstein, Phil
Hendricks, Kim Hall, Mark Hufford, Joel Kushner, David Lisonbee, Bobbie McDaniels, Beth
Powers, Rev. Neil Thomas,
Kathy Watt, Delana Zimmerman.

This was a four hour training
with 283 registered participants.

This was a 2 hour meeting with
41 registered participants.

This was a 4 hour training with
107 registered participants.
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This was our first training in
which we co-produced with the
Los Angeles Overdose Prevention Task Force (ODPTF) . This
training was designed specifically
for providers who work at substance abuse treatment centers.
One of the goals was to introduce the idea of overdose prevention as being a useful part of
an exit plan for people leaving
treatment for opiate depend-

ence. Since most overdoses
occur in people who are experienced users after a period of
abstinence, this is something that
the ODPTF advocates around.

07.09.07 we held our Violence,
Substances and HIV training at
Behavioral Health Services in
SPA 8.

violence, exchange & survival
sex.

issues around personal and
structural/institutional violence.

Our presenters were Jenny Betz,
Dr. David Martin, Brenda Weiwel, Alejandra Aguilar, Jeff Johnson, and Mark Parra.

This was a 7 hour training with
196 registered participants.

Topics were: anti-bias training;
early childhood sexual abuse/
extended trauma & high risk
sexual behavior; PTSD; Assault,
Rape & HIV; Crystal Meth
Homes & Violence; and Street

On 09.05.07 we presented
“Back to School: Youth, Substances and HIV,” at Behavioral
Health Services in SPA 8.
The topics covered were: Sex
Education and Coming Out;
Violence Prevention and Bullying;
Transgender Youth; How
Chemical Dependence Affects
Youth; and a presentation by
Camp Laurel.
Our presenters were Ray Fer-

The topics covered were: Overdose in L.A. County; Who is at
Risk; and an Overview of Harm
Reduction. We showed the
attendees the Narcan Training
that clients receive prior to
being given a prescription.

This training also includes rescue
breathing. We also gave an overview of SB 767, and took action
in the form of letter-writing. This
training was at the Public Counsel Building in SPA 4.
This was a 2 hour training with
65 registered participants.

We cut registration off with a
promise that we would revisit
the topic of violence in 2008,
and that we would focus on

nandez, Timothy Kordic, Suzie
Sostrin, Shann Collotzi, M.D. ,
Catherine Forbes, Ph.D, Daniel
Deniz and Eric Escareno.
This was a 7 hour training with
136 registered participants.

2007 In Review

Page 4

Dr. Neva Chauppette

On 10.03.07 we brought Dr. Chauppette back to do Sex Addiction 202 (or, more fondly, “More Sex with
Dr. Neva”), The training was held at Cri-Help, Inc. in SPA 2. Most of the attendees attended our Sex Addiction 101 held earlier in the year.
This was a 4 hour training with115 registered attendees.

On 11.14.07 we were fortunate
to have Dr. Didra BrownTaylor
give a give a presentation entitled Malt Liquor & AlcoSnacks: Targeting a Community.
Dr. Didra BrownTaylor

The training was held at Precious
Blood Church in SPA 4.

This was our third annual Network and Nosh. This event is a
crowd-pleaser and every year
people register months in advance.

Christine Downs of Cri-Help,
organized the food for Network &
Nosh

Besides a fabulous food spread,
the entire event is about meeting
other providers in the community.
We bring providers in from all
realms of social services, representatives from various Task

Dr. BrownTaylor had people in
the palm of her hands and on the
edge of their seats as she presented on the topic, and then
teased us a little with some information about household
products that contain alcohol.

to give her presentation on
household products and relapse
prevention.
This was a 2 hour training with
81 registered participants.

We elicited a promise from Dr.
BrownTaylor to return in 2008

Forces and Community Planning
bodies. This is the one event we
host that is for providers only.
We have a resource fair set up
along perimeter of the room and
agencies share their literature
and fliers.
Everyone has an opportunity to
present for 5-10 minutes on
their agency, program, task
force, group, planning body or
on upcoming events.

The rest of the time is for networking and eating.
Network & Nosh is always a
good way to ring out the old and
celebrate the season.
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One Gay at a Time: A Night of LGBT
Stand-Up Comedy
September is National Alcohol & Drug Addiction Recovery Month.
One Gay at a Time was an
evening of LGBT-focused
comedy which we put on to
honor and support our gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender, gender-fabulous and
genderqueer sisters, brothers, and others during Recovery Month.
Sandra Valls (from Showtime’s Latin Divas of Comedy) orchestrated this event
virtually single-handedly.
She handpicked the performers, put together the

line-up and music, and even
hosted the entire event.
She was a true hero to the
community this night, and it
was all in response to
someone on the HIV DATF
contacting her on MySpace
to tell her that her performance on Showtime was
great. Sandra responded
with an email saying that “if
you ever need anything….”
Little did she know. But she
was amazing.
This was the first time the
Task Force has put on an
event that was not workrelated. The goal with

OGAAT was to allow folks
in recovery to enjoy top-ofthe-line, well known comics
without having to go to a
comedy club (with drink
minimums), and for LGBT
folks in recovery to get
some laughs that speak directly to them.
The event was free, and the
theater was standing room
only.
We hope Sandra will do it
again in 2008.

The Comedians of One Gay at a Time
Poppy Champlin
Damienne
Marti MacGibbon
Jennie McNulty
Betsy Salkind
Christina Simos
Jen Slusser

Jason Stuart
Rachel Tomlinson
Kat Howard
(Stage Manager)

Sandra Valls
Ms. Sandra Valls
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Collaborative Efforts
The HIV DATF collaborated with a number of partners to put on events in 2007:


Behavioral Health Services, Inc.



California Dept. of Alcohol & Drug Programs Community Prevention Institute



Cri-Help, Inc.



Didi Hirsch



Los Angeles County – Department of Public Health – Alcohol and Drug Program
Administration



Los Angeles County Overdose Prevention Task Force



L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center ATOD Prevention Programs



National Recovery Month



Overdose Prevention Task Force of Los Angeles County



Precious Blood Church



Prototypes



Twin Town Treatment Centers



Sandra Valls



Van Ness Recovery House
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Presenters and Panelists
The HIV DATF would not be able to do what we do if it wasn’t for the ongoing, generous support of the community.
This list does not include the people who presented at Network & Nosh. The following people gave freely of their
time and energy as presenters and panelists:





































Alejandra Aguilar East Los Angeles Women’s Center
Jenny Betz, Anti-Defamation League's A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE® Institute
Rosalyne Blumenstein, ACSW/LMSW, Private practice, Counseling2Go
Sharon Brown, Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center
Didra BrownTaylor, Ph.D., Charles Drew University
Dr. Neva Chauppette, Prototypes
Dwayne Clements, Rio Hondo Mental Health Services
Shann Collotzi, M.D., LCSW Childrens Hospital Los Angeles
Daniel Deniz, Whittier Rio Hondo AIDS Project
Heather Edney, Cri-Help, Inc.; Overdose Prevention Task Force
Eric Escareno,
Ray Fernandez, AIDS Project Los Angeles
Catherine Forbes, Licensed Clinical Psychologist and Clinical Researcher Children’s Hospital L.A.
Dr. Terry Grand
Kim Hall, Tarzana Treatment Center
Doreen Hanna, Rio Hondo Mental Health Services
Phil Hendricks, AIDS Project Los Angeles
Mark Hufford, Twin Town Treatment Centers
Jeff Johnson, Rio Hondo Intensive COD program
Timothy Kordic, LA Unified School District
Joel Kushner, Hebrew Union College
David Lisonbee, Twin Town Treatment Centers
Dr. David Martin, David Geffen School of Medicine, Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Eddie Martinez, The Wall Las Memorias; Act Now Against Meth
Sandi McClure, Overdose Prevention Task Force
Bobbi McDaniel, City of Los Angeles Human Relations Commission
Beth Powers, United American Indian Involvement
Meghan Ralston, TB Coalition
Daniel Rivas, Drug Policy Alliance; Overdose Prevention Task Force
Suzie Sostrin, Camp Laurel
Rev. Neil Thomas, Metropolitan Community Church, Los Angeles
Karla Wagner, Overdose Prevention Task Force
Kathy Watt, Van Ness Recovery House
Anita Weaver, Rio Hondo Mental Health Services
Brenda Wiewel, LCSW, MFT, Los Angeles Centers for Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Tim Young, Asian-Pacific AIDS Intervention Team; Act Now Against Meth
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Who We Reached
People:
In 2007, over 722 people registered to attend the trainings provided. This number does not reflect people
who attended multiple trainings (they are only counted once), or people who attended One Gay at a Time or
Network and Nosh.
This number is low, as agencies often bring clients to
trainings, and for reasons of
confidentiality we did not
ask clients for their information to protect their confidentiality.

Trainings Impact by SPA
250

200

Agencies:

We counted agencies with
multiple sites as separate for
this number, so that each
site would be represented.
Zip Codes:

150
Participation

Attendees represent over
195 agencies in LA County
In addition, there were 17
participants who did not
provide this information to
us.

Agency
Participant
100

50

0
SPA 1

SPA 2

SPA 3

SPA 4

SPA 5

SPA 6

SPA 7

SPA 8

Service Provider Area

We provided trainings to
agencies located in over 107 L.A. County zip codes (plus 1 in Santa Barbara and 17 who did not provide this
information to us).

Social Event Attendees
One Gay at a Time was a first-come, first-serve
event held at LAGLC’s The Village Renburg Theater.
The venue was “sold out” (the event was free; however every seat in the house was taken) so there
were over 250 people present. After the show we
held a reception in the courtyard, during which attendees could meet the performers.
We did not maintain a registration list at Network &
Nosh as we were not providing certificates of attendance, CEUs or HIV training hours. It was an openhouse, and people came throughout the day, We
had over 20 presentations. We estimate that
throughout the day there were over 100 people at
the event.
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HIV DATF Membership
There are many ways to be involved with the Task Force,
with varying levels of responsibility and commitment. If
you agree with our mission statement, there is a place for
you in the Task Force.

General Membership
General membership entitles you to attend our trainings,
join our email list, and access the multitude of resources
available on the website. There are no further responsibilities associated with this level of membership. To obtain
general membership, all you need to do is to join the
website (yahoogroup) or attend a meeting or training and
sign up. General membership allows you to vote any time
there is a vote.
The HIV DATF meets
the first Wednesday of every month
from 9:30amam to 11:30am
at Precious Blood Church
435 South Occidental Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90057
Unless we are holding a training. Training locations vary.

Active Membership (Committee Work)
Advocacy Committee:
The Advocacy Committee is an organic, grass-roots arm of the Task
Force. The agenda is set by the committee, and not the Steering
Committee. Decisions about what issues to tackle and how to
tackle them are made by the Committee itself. To join this arm,
please attend an advocacy meeting



Daniel Rivas, AIDS Healthcare Foundation



Mark Hufford, Twin Town Treatment Centers



Tim Young, Asian-Pacific AIDS Intervention Team

Steering Committee & Training Committee:
The HIV DATF Steering Committee represents the core group of
people who take care of everything the Task Force does, from training logistics to the web site. This small group of people does a tremendous amount of work over the course of a year. The Committee is responsible for planning future trainings, locating speakers,
working up appropriate curricula and creating the training agendas.
This committee is great if you have an interest in continuing education.
The Steering Committee meets
the last Friday of every month
from 10am to noon
at Behavioral Health Services, Inc.
6838 West Sunset Blvd.,
Los Angeles, CA 90028
The meetings are open to anyone who wishes to participate. 2007
active members of the Steering Committee are:



Cinderella Barrios-Cernik, ADPA



Farina Dary, LAGLC



Christine Downs, Cri-Help, Inc.



Susan Forrest, BHS CASC



Kathy Watt, Van Ness House



Jan Wise, Didi Hirsch

HIV DATF Website and Listserv
Susan Forrest maintains the listserv and website. There is also a
MySpace page (http://www.myspace.com/hivdatf). The yahoogroup &
site started in April of 2003 and have grown steadily since that time.
The listserv is extremely active. The listserv is used by the Community Assessment Service Centers (CASC), by service providers and
community members. Events are posted. News items and articles
are shared. Providers who need assistance with referrals can post
their query and will receive – usually immediately – multiple responses. Agencies that have slots available post this information as

well. In 2007 there were 1,073 unique posts – none of them spam
(the listserv is moderated), or an average of 89 posts per month.
There are currently 325 registered members on the yahoogroup,
and over 600 people on a non-yahoo email list. Joining the group
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hivdatfla) provides access to all of
the resources on the website, in addition to being able to read and
post to the listserv.

These trainings are subject to change.
Please join our listserv or check the website regularly
for locations, speakers and other information.

Jan

no meeting

Feb

Proposed CA State Budget Cuts & What This Will Mean to Los Angeles HIV/AIDS Community

Mar

Advocacy Meeting

Apr

Violence and HIV Risk Behavior

May

Crystal Meth & Young Gay Men to be held in SPA 1

TranSolutions III substance use, addiction, treatment and recovery in transgender & genderqueer communities, presented in
conjunction with the Transgender Service Provider Network (TSPN)

Jun
Jul

Advocacy Meeting

Sep

HIV & Legal Issues

Oct

Advocacy Meeting

Nov

Sex Addiction, STD/STIs

Dec

Network & Nosh IV Annual party for all LA County Task Force participants, service providers and advocates to… “network &

nosh” or “eat ‘n meet”

